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16th Annual 
Intermountain Medical 

Ethics Conference 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 
 

The Officer’s Club,  
110 S Fort Douglas Blvd 
Salt Lake City, UT 84113 

 

Rethinking Death: A Conference on 
Meaning, Ethics, and Policy Issues in 

Death and Dying 

 
SESSION ONE: THE ETHICS OF 

DEATH 
 
Opening remarks: Historical      
tensions and current problems about 
death and dying 
Peggy Battin, PhD & 
Jay Jacobson, MD 
 
Stuart Youngner, M.D. 
What Counts as Death, and Why 
Does It Matter?  
              
Break   
 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS: 
 
Jeff Botkin, MD 
Brain Death in Kids: Salvaging 
Something good from a Bad Situa-
tion 
 
Leslie Francis, PhD, JD 
Legal Standards for Brain Death: 
Should we reassess? 
 
Stuart Youngner, MD 
Continuing discussion of  
Dr. Youngner’s presentation 
 
 
 
SESSION TWO: THE MEANING OF 

DEATH 
 
Laurie Zoloth, RN, PhD 
The Borderlands at Nightfall: New 
Issues in Moral Philosophy and Faith 
at the End of Life 
 
 
Lunch  
 
 
 

This Conference is sponsored by the University of Utah School of 
Medicine Continuing Medical Education and presented by the Divi-

sion of Medical Ethics of the Department of Internal Medicine at 
LDS Hospital and the University of Utah School of Medicine. 

Registration Form 

Rethinking Death: A 
Conference on Meaning, 
Ethics, and Policy Issues in 

Death and Dying 
For more information: Call the Division of Medical Ethics at (801)408-1135 

Or visit us at http://uuhsc.utah.edu/ethics. 
 

Check (payable to “Division of Medical Ethics”) 

Registrants may fax form and credit card information to  (801)408-5171  

$100  Registration Fee 

$  35 

Fees 

Scholarship (must be approved by the Division) 

Discover 

Visa American Express 

Method of Payment 

MasterCard 

Physician’s CME Fee 

Address 

Phone                                    Email 

Name and Title 

Credit Card #       *if Visa please include V-code                                Exp date 

Signature 

Or mail  this form (with payment ) to: 
The Division of Medical Ethics 
LDS  Hospital 
325 8th Ave  
Salt Lake City, UT 84143-0002 

Total: 

 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS: 
 
Armand Antommaria, MD 
Donation After Cardiac Death: 
Evolution of a Policy 
 
Laurie Zoloth, RN, PhD 
Continuing discussion of Dr. Zoloth’s 
presentation 
 
Mette Rurup, Ph.D.  
The Truth About the Netherlands 
 
 
SESSION THREE: PUBLIC POLICY 

CONCERNING DYING 
 

Mette Rurup, Ph.D. 
Death and Dying: New Issues from 
the Netherlands 
 
Break 
 
Leslie Francis PhD, JD 
What the Supreme Court Has Said, 
Might Have Said, and Could Have 
Said About Dying 
 
Panel: Drs. Youngner, Zoloth and 
Rurup 
 
Adjourn            
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Conference Agenda 



 
 

Mette Rurup, Ph.D., received her PhD in medical 
biology in September 2005  from the Department of 
Public and Occupational Health at the VU University 
Medical Center in Amsterdam where she received a 
scholarship as a board member of the study associa-
tion.  Her PhD thesis was about people who request 
euthanasia or assisted suicide because they are 'weary 
of life', and about people with advance directives for 
euthanasia. She is currently continuing her post doc-
toral research at the VU University Medical Center on 
euthanasia, older people with a wish to die, and ad-
vance directives.   She has published several publica-
tions in peer-reviewed journals on these subjects.   

 

LOCAL FACULTY: 

Armand Antommaria, M.D., Ph.D. Chair of  
Primary Children’s Medical Center’s Bioethics Commit-
tee, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Adjunct Assistant 
Professor of Internal Medicine, Member of the Division 
of Medical Ethics 

Margaret (Peggy) Battin Ph.D., Distinguished 
Professor of Philosophy, Adjunct Professor of Internal 
Medicine, Member of the Division of Medical Ethics 

Jeffrey Botkin, M.D., Associate Vice President of 
Research Integrity, Professor of Pediatrics, Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Internal Medicine, Adjunct Professor of Hu-
man Genetics,  Member of the Division of Medical Eth-
ics 

Leslie P. Francis, Ph.D., J.D., Chair, Department 
of Philosophy. Alfred C. Emery Professor of Law, Pro-
fessor of Philosophy, Adjunct Professor of Internal 
Medicine, Member of the Division of Medical Ethics 

Jay A. Jacobson, M.D., Chief of the Division of 
Medical Ethics, Professor of Internal Medicine, Member 
of the Division of Infectious Disease,  

 

Stuart Youngner, M.D., is currently Chair of 
the Department of Bioethics at Case Western 
Reserve University, and the Susan E. Watson Pro-
fessor of Bioethics.  
 
Dr. Youngner is a nationally and internationally 
recognized scholar in biomedical ethics and has 
published and spoken on topics including: deci-
sions to limit life-sustaining treatment, ethics com-
mittees, physician-assisted suicide, advance di-
rectives, definitions of death, and ethical issues in 
organ retrieval and transplantation. He served 
as President of the Society for Bioethics Consulta-
tion from 1994-1997 and is a founding member 
of the Board of Directors of the American Society 
for Bioethics and Humanities.  
 
Dr. Youngner  has published over 70 articles in 
peer-reviewed scholarly journals. He is the editor 
or coeditor of six books, including the recently 
released The Definition of Death: Contemporary 
Controversies (Johns Hopkins). Dr. Youngner also 
holds an appointment as Profesor Invitado at the 
Instituto Superior de Ciencias Medicas in Havana, 
Cuba. 
 

Laurie Zoloth, Ph.D., is Professor of Medical 
Ethics and Humanities at Northwestern's Feinberg 
School of Medicine, and of Religion in the 
Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences. At the 
Feinberg School, she also serves as Director of 
the Center for Bioethics, Science, and Society. 
From 1995-2003, she was Professor of Ethics 
and Director of the Program in Jewish Studies at 
San Francisco State University. In 2001, she was 
the President of the American Society for Bio-
ethics and Humanities. She is a member of the 
NASA National Advisory Council, the nation's 
highest civilian advisory board for NASA; The 
NASA Planetary Protection Advisory Committee; 
the Executive Committee of the International So-
ciety for Stem Cell Research; and she is the Chair 
of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Bio-
ethics Advisory Board.  
 

Guest Speakers 
 
ACCREDITATION: 
The University of Utah School of Medicine is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to pro-
vide continuing medical education for physicians. 
 
DESIGNATION: 
The University of Utah School of Medicine designates this educa-
tional activity for a maximum of  7.00 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit(s)TM.  Physicians should only claim credit commensurate 
with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
 
ADA: 
The University of Utah complies with the Americans with Disabil-
ity Act by providing qualified individuals with disabilities access 
to University programs, services and activities.  A request for 
accommodation can be made by calling 801-408-1135 Rea-
sonable prior notice is required. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY: 
The University of Utah School of Medicine presents this activity 
for educational purposes only.  Participants are expected to 
utilize their own expertise and judgment while engaged in the 
practice of medicine.  The content of the presentations is pro-
vided by individuals who have been selected because of recog-
nized expertise in the field. 
 
FACULTY DISCLOSURE: 
The University of Utah School of Medicine adheres to ACCME 
Standards regarding industry support of continuing medical 
education, and disclosure of faculty and commercial support 
relationships (if any) will be made known at the activity.  Speak-
ers are also expected to openly disclose inclusion of any off-
label, experimental, or investigational use of drugs, devices, or 
equipment in the presentation. 
 
ATTENDANCE RECORDS: 
All participants must complete a self reporting attendance form, 
sign at the bottom and turn in at the end of the activity to con-
firm participation in the CME activity.  Please claim only those 
hours actually spent in the activity.  Certificates of attendance, 
designating the maximum number of hours of participation, are 
mailed to each participant after the activity. 
 

UTAH NURSES ASSOCIATION: (IHC)  
Urban Central Region Hospitals have been 
approved as a provider of Continuing Edu-

cation in nursing by the Utah Nurses Association, which is accred-
ited as a provider of Continuing Education in nursing by Ameri-
can Nurses Credentialing Centers Commission on Accreditation.  
This offering/program has been awarded 8.4 contact hours. 
 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE:  Margaret (Peggy) Battin, Ph.D., Jay 
Jacobson, M.D., Leslie Francis, J.D., Ph.D., Jeff Botkin, M.D., Ar-
mand Antommaria, M.D.,Ph.D.,  Vicki Spuhler, R.N. 

Program Overview 
New issues in brain biology, end of life options, 
high profile cases of brain death and chronic 
vegetative state, and new criteria for organ 
donation, have refocused public and medical 
attention on death and dying.  At our confer-
ence, leading experts on health law, religious 
ethics, health policy, and end-of-life medical 
practice, will teach us about and explore these 
complex but singularly important challenges.   
 
 
Objectives 
1. Analyze current issues concerning criteria of 
death. 
 
2. Identify the role of nurses and caregivers in 
death and dying. 
 
3. Evaluate current legal and policy develop-
ments in death and dying. 
 
4. Examine the contemporary issues related to 
the process and definition of death from clini-
cal, legal, philosophical and health policy per-
spectives. 
 
5. Recognize that death is a social, not a scien-
tific or philosophical construct. 
 
 
Target Audience    
All  healthcare  professionals,  especially mem-
bers of bioethics committees, physicians, nurses, 
social workers, clergy, administrators, attorneys, 
and  members of the  public  interested  in  bio-
ethics issues. 
 

Accreditation  


